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In the current Age of Distraction, why read great works  
of literature?

The idea behind the Big Read is simple yet profound. 
We want to create a campus culture that nurtures and 
encourages the reading of great literature. Why? Because 
there are few educational experiences that are more 
profoundly transformational than reading from the best 
books. Think about these two questions: what educational 
experiences do you remember best—the exams you 
crammed for and passed, or your reading out of the 
scriptures and other great books? What kind of studying 
has made you a wiser and better person? Many people 
would assert that their thoughtful and reflective reading 
has shaped them more profoundly than test taking. This is 
because reading the scriptures, along with great literature, 
has the power to engage our minds, our imaginations, and 
our empathy in more permanent and transformational 
ways than other learning experiences. The purpose of 
the Big Read is to invite students and other interested 

members of our campus community to engage in healthy 
reading and reflection that frequently lead to greater 
wisdom and understanding of our fellow human beings 
and ourselves.

The subtitle for our upcoming Big Read book is For 
These Times. It’s a book about educational controversy and 
innovation: the education of the head and the education 
of the heart. It’s about parenting styles, it’s about marriage 
and divorce. It’s a book about appropriate entertainment 
choices. It’s about recession and worker anxiety. It’s about 
workplace surveillance. It’s a book about rags-to-riches 
success and “pulling oneself up by one’s bootstraps.” It’s 
about fake news. Its author manages to weave all these 
threads together in a book that is remarkably relevant to 
our times. The book is Charles Dickens’ Hard Times.

In Hard Times, Dickens asserts the crucial educational 
value of reading fiction.

If you are interested in the deep learning experiences that 
great books provide, please join us in our next Big Read.
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